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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-2

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 20-1. Public possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to consume or to possess in an open container any
alcoholic malt beverages and unfortified wine upon any of the public streets, highways, alleys,
sidewalks, city-owned or city-controlled recreational property without permission from the
city, public parking lots, private parking lots or land without permission of the owner or
possessor, or in vehicles upon any such property.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, upon application, the
City Council may permit the public consumption and possession of alcoholic malt beverages
and unfortified wine at municipal sponsored events on city-owned property and parking lots
subject to the restrictions and conditions which the City Council may impose.

(c) No person shall serve, sell, possess and/or consume alcoholic malt beverages and
unfortified wine on city-owned property, to include streets, parking lots, sidewalks, city-owned
or city-lease property, and public, parks except at permitted special events with prior approval
by the City Council and subject to the following conditions:

(1) That any organization using city property for such special event shall be required
to secure all property state alcoholic beverages control board licenses and permits
for the particular event held;

(2) That the organization serving alcoholic beverages on the city-owned property
shall comply in all respects with current regulations of the state alcoholic
beverage control board;

(3) The City Council shall designate the time and place where alcoholic malt
beverages and unfortified wine may be served;

(4) The City Council reserves the right to make such other rules and regulations as
may be necessary to govern the use of the city-owned property where alcoholic
malt beverages and unfortified wine may be served; and

(5) Only bonafide, nonprofit organizations, as defined under G.S. 18B-1002(a)(5),
shall be eligible under this section.

(Code 1993, § 10-1; Ord. No. 89-25, § 1(13-1), 11-13-1989; Ord. No. 03-17, § 1, 2, 10-20-2003)
Cross reference—Alcoholic beverages, hours for sale and consumption, § 16-1.
State law reference—Purchase, prossession and consumption of malt beverages and

unfortified wine, G.S. 18B-300(c).

Sec. 20-2. Entertainment activities.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate in the city, within three hundred (300) feet of
any church or residence or building where people reside, an open air picture show or open air
theatre, medicine show, carnival, tent show, slides, swings or riding devices of any kind or any

other kind of entertainment with or without an admission charge or collection taken; provided
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§ 20-2 WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

this section shall not apply to athletic fields, public parks, recreation centers or school grounds
under municipal or county control and supervision of religious organizations, nor shall this
section apply to events sponsored by religious, educational, county or city agencies.
(Code 1972, § 13-7; Code 1993, § 10-2)

Cross references—Licenses and business regulations, ch. 16; zoning, ch. 40.
State law reference—Regulation of places of amusement, G.S. 160A-181.

Sec. 20-3. Discharging firearms, air rifles, etc.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm, air rifle or pellet gun of any
kind within the corporate limits, except when used in defense of person or property or
pursuant to lawful directions of law enforcement officers, or by a peace officer in the
performance of his duty. This section shall not apply to formal training or target matches with
air rifles or pellet guns so long as such training and target matches are supervised by certified
firearms instructors and the Chief of Police approves the time and place of such training
sessions or target matches.

(b) An explicit exception is granted only for historical reenactment events sponsored
explicitly by the Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce in which the discharge of period
firearms/cannot with blanks andlor black gunpowder is planned. Such events shall not take
place without approval of the Chief of Police, to include time and place, and requires proper
supervision, certified if necessary.
(Code 1972, § 13-8; Code 1993, § 10-3; Ord. No. 04-17, 9-13-2004)

State law references—Firearms, G.S. 160A-189; pellet guns, G.S. 160A-190.

Sec. 20-4. Malicious mischief.

It shall be unlawful for any person to molest, injure, damage, deface, trespass upon or break
any property belonging to the city.
(Code 1972, § 13-9; Code 1993, § 10-4)

State law references—Trespasses to personal property, G.S. 14-160 et seq.; damages and
other offenses to land and fixtures, G.S. 14-127 et seq.

Sec. 20-5. Junkyards.

No material commonly known as scrap iron or junk may be put, kept or stored within fifty
(50) feet of the curbline of any street in the city, unless the same is protected from the view by
a solid fence eight (8) feet or more in height.
(Code 1972, § 13-11; Code 1993, § 10-5)

Cross reference—Abandoned, nuisance and junked motor vehicles, § 18-142 et seq.
State law reference—Junkyard Control Act, G.S. 136-141 et seq.

Sec. 20-6. Noise control—Prohibitions.

(a) Unreasonably loud noises unlawful. It shall be umlawful for any person to create or
assist in creating, permit, continue or permit the continuance of any unreasonably loud noise
or a noise that either disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, or
safety of others in the city.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-6

(b) Declared acts. The following acts, among others, are declared to be unreasonably loud
noises in violation of this section:

(1) Vehicular horns or signaling devices. The sounding of any horn or signaling device
on any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle on any street, way, avenue or alley

or other public place of the city, except as a danger warning; the creation by
means of any such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; the
sounding of any such device for an unreasonable length of time; the use of any

signaling device, except one operated by hand or electricity; the use of any horn,

whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust; and the use of any such
signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up.

(2) Sirens. The use of any gong or siren upon any vehicle, other than police, fire or
other emergency vehicle.

(3) Radios, phonographs and musical instruments. The use of radios, phonographs
and musical instruments.

a. The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any

radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound in such a manner as to
disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any
time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the
persons who are in the room, vehicle or chamber in which such machine or
device is operated and who are voluntary listeners thereto.

b. The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any
radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound in a public vehicular area,
on the sidewalks, or in other public ways in such a manner as is unreason
ably loud so as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of other persons or at
a louder volume than is necessary for the convenient hearing of the
individual carrying the instrument, machine or device or those individuals
immediately adjacent thereto and who are voluntary listeners thereto.

c. The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any
radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound between the hours of 11:00
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance
of fifty (50) feet from the building, structure or vehicle in which it is located.

(4) Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling and singing.

a. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public streets or from
private property at any time or place so as to disturb the quiet, comfort or
repose of persons in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence or any
persons in the vicinity.
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b. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public streets or
private property at any time or place in such a manner as to be plainly
audible at a distance of fifty (50) feet from the location from which the noise
emanates.

(5) Animals and birds. The keeping of any animal or bird which by causing frequent
or long continued noise shall disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the
vicinity.

(6) Vehicles in disrepair The use of any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle so out
of repair, so loaded or in such manner as to create loud grating, grinding, ratting
or other noise.

(7) Discharges of open air or exhaust of steam engines, etc. The discharge into the
open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, stationary internal combustion
engine or motor vehicle, except through a muffler or other device which will
effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom.

(8) Mechanical device operated by compressed air The use of any mechanical device
operated by compressed air unless the noise created hereby is effectively muffled
and reduced.

(9) Buildings erections, demolitions, alterations or repair The erection, demolition,
alteration or repair of any building in a residential or business district, other than
the hours from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., on weekdays, except in the case of urgent
necessity in the interest of public safety and then only with a permit from the City
Clerk, which permit may be renewed for a period of three (3) days or less while
the emergency continues.

(10) Creation of excessive noise on streets adjacent to schools, etc. The creation of any
excessive noise on any street adjacent to any school, institution of learning or
court while the same are in session, or within one hundred fifty (150) feet of any
hospital which unreasonably interferes with the working of such institution;
provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such street indicating the same is a
school, court or hospital street.

(11) Excessive noise on Sundays on streets adjacent to churches. The creation of any
excessive noise on Sundays on any street adjacent to any church; provided
conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets adjacent to churches indicating
that the same is a church street.

(12) Creation of loud and excessive noise in connection with loading and unloading of
vehicles. The creation of loud and excessive noise in connection with the loading
or unloading of any vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates
and containers.

(13) Shouting and crying ofpeddlers, barkers, hawkers and vendors. The shouting and
crying of peddlers, barkers, hawkers and vendors which disturbs the quiet and
peace of the neighborhood.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-8

(14) Drums, loudspeakers or other instruments or devices. The use of any drum,
loudspeaker or other instrument or device for the purpose of attracting attention
by creation of noise to any performance, show or sale or display of merchandise.

(15) Mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving vehicles. The use
of any mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving vehicles
for advertising purposes or other purposes.

(16) Conducting, operating or maintaining ofgarages, filling stations. The conducting,
operating or maintaining of any garage or filling station in any residential
district so as to cause loud noises to be emitted therefrom between the hours of
11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

(17) Firing or discharging of squibs, crackers, gunpowder or other combustible
substances. The firing or discharging of squibs, crackers, gunpowder or other
combustible substance in the streets or elsewhere for the purpose ofmaking noise
or disturbance, except by permit from the City Council.

(Code 1972, § 13-12; Code 1993, § 10-6; Ord. No. 90-13, § 1, 8-13-1990)
State law reference—Noise regulation, G.S. 160A-184.

Sec. 20-7. Noise control—Responsibility of owner of premises.

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit the making, creation or mainte
nance of unreasonably loud noises upon any premises owned or possessed by him or under his
control.
(Code 1993, § 10-7; Ord. No. 90-13, § 1(13-12.1), 8-13-1990)

Sec. 20-8. Picketing.

(a) Peaceful picketing in the furtherance of a lawful purpose shall be permitted in the city;
provided the same is done under the following conditions:

(1) Picketing may be conducted only on the sidewalks or other city-owned area
normally used or reserved for pedestrian movement and may not be conducted on

the portion of a street used primarily for vehicular traffic. The term “owned,” as
used herein, includes easements and rights-of-way.

(2) Not more than ten (10) pickets promoting the same objective shall be permitted

to use the sidewalks within a block in the city at any one (1) time.

(3) Such pickets may carry written or printed placards or signs not exceeding two (2)
feet in width and two (2) feet in length promoting the objective for which the
picketing is done; provided the words used are not defamatory in nature or would
tend to produce violence. The staff on which such placard is carried shall not
exceed forty (40) inches in length, must be made of wood, shall not exceed
three-fourths (3/4) of an inch in diameter at any point and must be blunt at each
end.
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§ 20-8 WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

(4) Pickets must march in single file and not abreast and may not march closer
together than fifteen (15) feet, except in passing one (1) another.

(5) If pickets promoting different objectives desire to use the same sidewalk for
picketing and such use would result in the presence of more than ten (10) pickets
thereon, the Chief of Police shall allot time to each group of pickets for the use of
such sidewalk on an equitable basis, but each group shall be permitted to picket
subject to the provisions of this section at least once every two (2) hours.

(6) The term “block” as used in this section shall mean that portion of a street lying
between street intersections.

(7) If minors less than eighteen (18) years of age are engaged in picketing and the
Chief of Police or in his absence the acting Chief of Police shall be of the opinion
that such picketing, under the circumstances then existing, is detrimental to the
health, safety, morals or welfare of such minors, then they may be ordered from
the place of picketing by the police officers of the city.

(8) It shall be unlawful for any person to physically interfere with such pickets in the
use ofthe sidewalk or to address threatening language to or at such pickets which
would tend to provoke such pickets or others to a breach of the peace.

(9) The police officers of the city may in the event of the assemblage of persons in
such numbers as to tend to intimidate pickets pursuing their lawful objective,
through numbers alone or through use of inflammatory words, direct the
dispersal of persons so assembled and may arrest any person who fails to absent
himself from the place of such assemblage when so directed by the police.

(10) Whenever the free passage of any street or sidewalk in the city shall be
obstructed by a crowd, the persons composing such crowd shall disperse or move
on when directed to do so by a police officer. It shall be unlawful for any person
to refuse to so disburse or move on when so directed by a police officer as herein
provided.

(11) The terms “picketing” and “pickets,” as used herein, shall be construed to include
demonstrating or demonstrators.

(b) Picketing done contrary to the provisions of this section shall be unlawful.
(Code 1972, § 13-13; Code 1993, § 10-8)

State law reference—Picketing or parading, G.S. 14-225.1.

Sec. 20-9. Playing on streets and sidewalks.

All games of every description and the throwing of stones, shot or missiles on the streets and
sidewalks are forbidden.

(Code 1972, § 13-14; Code 1993, § 10-9)
Cross reference—Streets and sidewalks, ch. 32.

CD2O:8



OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-12

Sec. 20-10. Police and fire signals.

No person without special authority from the Police Department or Fire Department shall
carry or use any horn or siren similar in appearance or sound to the horns or sirens used by
the Police or Fire Department.
(Code 1972, § 13-15; Code 1993, § 10-10)

Cross references—Fire-Rescue-EMS Services, fire prevention, ch. 14; police, ch. 26.

Sec. 20-11. Spitting on sidewalks.

It shall be unlawful to spit on any paved sidewalk or street, upon any platform connected
with any railroad or bus passenger station or upon the floor or wall of any public building.

(Code 1972, § 13-20; Code 1993, § 10-11)

Sec. 20-12. Loitering for the purpose of engaging in drug-related activity.

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

Known unlawful drug usei possessoi or seller means a person who has, within the
knowledge of the arresting officer, been convicted in any court within this state of any violation
involving the use, possession or sale of any of the substances referred to in the North Carolina

( Controlled Substances Act, G.S. 90-86 et seq., or has been convicted of any violation of any
substantially similar laws of any political subdivision of this state or of any other state or
federal law.

Public place means any street, sidewalk, bridge, alley or alleyway, plaza, park, driveway,
parking lot or transportation facility, or the doorways and entranceways to any building which
fronts on any of those places, or a motor vehicle in or on any of those places, or any property
owned by the city.

(b) It shall be unlawful for a person to remain or wander about in a public place in a manner
and under circumstances manifesting the purpose to engage in a violation of any subdivision
of the North Carolina Controlled Substances Act, G.S. 90-86 et seq). Such circumstances shall
include:

(1) Repeatedly beckoning to, stopping, or attempting to stop passersby, or repeatedly
attempting to engage passersby in conversation;

(2) Repeatedly stopping or attempting to stop motor vehicles;

(3) Repeatedly interfering with the free passage of other persons;

(4) Such person is a known unlawful drug user, possessor, or seller;

(5) Such person behaves in such a manner as to raise a reasonable suspicion that he
is about to engage in or is engaged in an unlawful drug-related activity;

(6) Such person repeatedly passes to or receives from passersby, whether on foot or
in a vehicle, money or objects;
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(7) Such person takes flight upon the approach or appearance of a police officer;

(8) Such person is at a location frequented by persons who use, possess, or sell drugs;
or

(9) Any vehicle involved is registered to a known unlawful drug user, possessor, or
seller, or is known to be or have been involved in drug-related activities.

(Code 1993, § 10-12; Ord. No. 90-4, § 1(13-22), 3-12-1990)

Sec. 20-13. Curfew—During state of emergency.

(a) A state of emergency shall be deemed to exist whenever during times of great public
crisis, disaster, rioting, catastrophe or similar public emergency, for any reason, municipal
public safety authorities are unable to maintain public order or afford adequate protection for
lives, safety or property.

(b) In the event of an existing or threatened state of emergency endangering the lives,
safety, health and welfare of the people within the city or threatening damage to or destruction
of property, the Mayor is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a public proclamation
declaring to all persons the existence of such a state of emergency and, in order more
effectively to protect the lives, safety and property of people within the city, to define and
impose a curfew applicable to all persons within the jurisdiction of the city.

(c) The Mayor is hereby authorized and empowered to limit the application of such a curfew
to any area specifically designated and described within the corporate limits of the city and to
specific hours of the day or night and to exempt from the curfew police officers, firefighters,
doctors, nurses and such other classes of persons as may be essential to the preservation of
public order and immediately necessary to serve the safety, health and welfare needs of the
people within the city.

(d) The Mayor shall proclaim the end of such state of curfew as soon as circumstances
warrant or when directed to do so by the City Council.

(e) During the existence of a proclaimed state of emergency when a curfew has been
imposed, it shall be unlawful for anyone subject to such curfew:

(1) To be or travel upon any public street, alley or roadway or upon public property
unless in search of medical assistance, food or other commodity or service
necessary to sustain the well-being of himself or his family or some member
thereof.

(2) To possess off one’s own premises, buy, sell, give away or otherwise transfer or
dispose of any explosives, firearms, ammunition or dangerous weapon of any
kind.

(3) To sell beer, wines or intoxicating beverages of any kind or to possess or consume
the same off one’s own premises.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-14

(4) To sell gasoline or any other similar petroleum products or any other inflammable
substances, except as expressly authorized by the provisions of the curfew
imposed.

(Code 1972, § 13-5; Code 1993, § 10-13)
State law reference—Power of municipalities to enact ordinances to deal with states of

emergency, G.S. 14-288.12.

Sec. 20-14. Same—For minors.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section shall be to establish a curfew for minors in the city.
Unsupervised minors are particularly vulnerable to being induced to participate in drug abuse
and other criminal activities during the nighttime. Minors often lack the ability to make
informed, mature decisions when faced with the temptation to engage in criminal activities.
Also, it is important that parents are encouraged to take an active role in the proper
upbringing of their children. Furthermore, there is need to protect businesses and other
persons from vandalism and other types of criminal activities frequently committed by minors.
This section will assist parents in the difficult task of child rearing and the city in regulating
those activities which are detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of its citizens and to the
peace and dignity of the city.

(b) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

Custodian means a parent, guardian, stepparent, foster parent, houseparent or other
person legally responsible for the care and custody of a minor, as defined by this section.

Minor means any person who has not reached his sixteenth (16th) birthday and is not
married, emancipated or a member of the armed services of the United States.

Public place means any place which is generally open to and used by the public, whether it
be publicly or privately owned, including, but not limited to, streets, highways, public
vehicular areas, places ofbusiness and amusement parks, and other common areas open to the
public.

(c) Time limits. It is unlawful for any minor to be in or remain upon any public place, as
defined in this section, within the city or on any property or right-of-way belonging to the city
and located outside the corporate limits of the city, between the hours of midnight Friday and
5:00 a.m. on Saturday or between midnight Saturday and 5:00 a.m. on Sunday or between the
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., of the following morning on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday.

(d) Exceptions. The restrictions provided by subsection (c) of this section shall not apply to
any minor who is:

(1) Accompanied by his custodian, as defined in subsection (b) of this section;
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(2) Accompanied by a responsible person over the age of eighteen (18) years, who has
the written permission of the minor’s custodian to have the minor under his
supervision;

(3) Traveling in connection with his employment, religious activity or attendance at
a function supervised by adults and sponsored by the city, religious or civic
organization, or a school;

(4) Temporarily within the city or on city property while engaged in interstate travel;

(5) Attempting to obtain assistance in a medical emergency;

(6) Is on the sidewalk directly abutting a place where he resides with a parent or
guardian; or

(7) Is exercising First Amendment rights jrotected by the United States Constitu
tion, such as, the free exercise of religion, freedom of speech, and the right of
assembly.

(e) Responsibility of adults. It is unlawful for any custodian to allow or permit any minor to
be in or upon, or remain in or upon a public place within the city or on any property or
right-of-way belonging to the city and located outside the corporate limits of the city, within the
curfew hours set by subsection (c) of this section, except as provided in subsection (d) of this
section.

(f) Responsibility of business establishments. It is unlawful for any person operating a place
ofbusiness or amusement to allow or permit any minor to be in or upon, or to remain in or upon
the premises of such place of business of amusement within the curfew hours set by subsection
(c) of this section, except as provided in subsection (d) of this section.

(g) Enforcement.

(1) When a minor is found to be in violation of this section a police officer will, by
telephone, check with the communications center of the city Police Department to
determine if the minor is a first time offender. If the minor is a first time offender,
he will be taken to the residence of his custodian. A written warning will be given
to the custodian and an information report will be taken by the officer. The report
shall include the name of the minor and the custodian, the time, date and location
of the offense. This report will be turned in to the Police Department computer
system.

(2) If upon checking with the communications center, the minor is found to be a
repeat offender, he will be taken to the residence of his custodian and the
custodian may be issued a criminal citation charging him with a violation of this
section. A report will be turned in to the communications center and entered into
the Police Department computer system.

(3) If the minor is found to be a repeat offender, the minor may be treated as a
delinquent juvenile.
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(4) If the minor is under twelve (12) years of age, a report will be made and a copy
forwarded to the county Department of Social Services.

(h) Aiding and abetting by adult, guardian or parent. It shall be a violation of this section
for any person over eighteen (18) years of age to aid or abet a minor in the violation of
subsection (c) of this section.

(i) Refusal of custodian to take custody of a minor: If the custodian of a minor found to be in
violation of this section refuses to take custody of such minor, the officer having custody of the
minor shall contact the county Department of Social Services and release the minor to that
agency, pending further investigation by the Police Department and the Department of Social
Services. The custodian may be issued a criminal citation charging him with a violation of this
section.

(j) Punishment. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall be fined in an amount as established from time to time, or imprisoned for not more than
thirty (30) days.

(Code 1993, § 10-14; Ord. No. 92-7, § 1, 5-11-1992)

Sec. 20-15. Signs regarding concealed handguns prohibition.

(a) Posting of signs required. The city Public Works Department is hereby authorized and
instructed to post conspicuous signage at appropriate locations on or within each park and
each building or portion of a building owned, leased as lessee, operated, occupied, managed or
controlled by the city, as well as the appurtenant premises to such buildings, indicating that
carrying a concealed handgun is prohibited therein.

(b) Location of signs. Signs on buildings shall be visibly posted on the exterior of each
entrance by which the general public can access the building. The city Public Works
Department shall exercise discretion in determining the number and appropriate location of
signs to be placed on or within appurtenant premises and parks.
(Code 1993, § 10-15)

Sec. 20-16. Urinating, defecating in public.

(a) Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to urinate or defecate on any public place,
sidewalk, alleyway, right-of-way, or in any public building, or private property, except in

designated water closets, toilet facilities, or places with the owner’s permission.

(b) Penalty for violation. Violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor punishable upon

conviction by a fme not exceeding fifty dollars ($50.00) or by imprisonment not to exceed thirty

(30) days.

(Code 1993, § 10-16; Ord. No. 95-23, § 1, 11-13-1995; Ord. No. 98-1, 1-12-1998)

Secs. 20-17—20-35. Reserved.
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ARTICLE II. NUISANCES*

Sec. 20-36. Nuisances declared unlawful.

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner or person in possession of any lot or parcel of land
within the corporate limits to cause, suffer or permit a nuisance, as defined in section 20-37,
to exist upon such lot or parcel of land.

(b) In addition to other remedies available to the city, the city shall have the right to abate
such nuisance and the cost of abating such nuisance shall become a lien upon such lot or parcel
of land as set out in this article.
(Code 1993, § 10-31; Ord. No. 89-17, § 1, 10-9-1989)

Sec. 20-37. What constitutes a nuisance.

The existence of any of the following conditions on any lot or parcel of land within the
corporate limits is hereby declared to be dangerous and prejudicial to the public health or
public safety and constitutes a nuisance:

(a) The growth of weeds, grass or nonornamental bushes to a height in excess of eighteen
(18) inches; provided, however, that this subsection shall not apply to ornamental
shrubs or trees having a base diameter greater than four (4) inches.

(b) Any accumulation of animal, vegetable, or other matter that is or may be offensive by
virtue of odors or vapors, or any condition which constitutes a breeding ground or
harbor for rats, mosquitoes, insects, or other pests.

(c) Any accumulation of rubbish, trash, junk, wood, plastic, mattresses, boxes, paper,
rubber tires, brush, old clothes, rags, old building materials, garbage, food andlor
human waste, animal waste, furniture, appliances, or other debris causing or threat
ening to cause a fire hazard or accumulation of stagnant water.

(d) Any condition detrimental to the health of persons or property which violates any
regulations of the county Health Department.

(Code 1993, § 10-32; Ord. No. 89-17, § 1, 10-9-1989)
State law reference—Plant pests defined, G.S. 106-419 et seq.

Sec. 20-38. Investigation.

Upon notice by phone, personal visit, or letter from any person of the existence of any of the
conditions described in section 20-37, the Code Enforcement Officer shall make such
investigations as may be necessary to determine whether such conditions exist and constitute
a nuisance.

(Code 1993, § 10-33; Ord. No. 89-17, § 1, 10-9-1989)

*State law references—Abatement of public health nuisances, G.S. 160A-193; abatement
of public health nuisance, G.S. 130A-19; abatement of an imminent hazard, G.S. 130A-20.
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Sec. 20-39. Procedure.

(a) After a determination by the Code Enforcement Officer that a nuisance does exist, the
following procedures shall apply:

(1) The Code Enforcement Officer shall give notice to the owner and person in
possession, if any, that the nuisance must be abated within ten (10) days after the

date such notice is mailed or posted. The notice shall also provide that if:

a. The owner anchor person in possession does not appeal the notice or abate
the nuisance within the ten-day notice period;

b. The city thereafter abates the nuisance; and

c. The owner anchor person in possession thereafter suffers or permits a
similar nuisance to subsequently exist upon the same lot or parcel of land
during the same calendar year;

then, in that event, the Code Enforcement Officer shall, without further notice to

the owner andlor person in possession, cause abatement of such subsequent
nuisance and the cost of such subsequent abatement shall also become a lien
upon such lot or parcel of land, as hereinafter set forth.

(2) The notice shall be sent by certified mail to the owner at his last known address

and by certified mail of personal delivery to the person in possession, if any. If,

after exercising reasonable diligence, no owner can be ascertained and no person
is in possession of the property, then the notice shall be given by posting the
notice conspicuously upon the subject property.

(3) The owner or person in possession may, before the expiration of the ten-day

period, appeal the Code Enforcement Officer’s findings to the City Council by
delivering a written notice of appeal to the City Clerk, which appeal shall stay the

abatement process until a final determination is made by the Board of Adjust
ment.

(4) If the owner andlor person in possession does not appeal the notice or abate the

nuisance within the ten-day notice period, the Code Enforcement Officer shall

cause abatement of the nuisance. If the owner and/or person in possession
thereafter suffers or permits a similar nuisance to subsequently exist upon the

same lot or parcel of land during the same calendar year, the Code Enforcement

Officer shall cause abatement of such subsequent nuisance.

(5) Upon abatement of the nuisance, the Code Enforcement Officer shall deliver a
statement of actual cost to the City Tax Collector, which actual cost shall be based
upon time and materials expended by the city, the amounts charged by private

contractors, administrative fees and costs of postage.

(6) The City Tax Collector shall mail the bill for the cost of abatement to the owner

at his last known address or to the person in possession, if any, with instructions
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that such charges are due and payable within thirty (30) days from the receipt
thereof. In addition to the actual cost, an administrative fee as established from
time to time will be added.

(7) The cost of abatement shall become a lien on the subject property when such cost
is incurred and, if not paid within thirty (30) days from date of billing, may be
collected in the manner provided for the collection of unpaid taxes.

(8) If the Code Enforcement Officer determines that the nuisance poses an imminent
danger or peril to persons or property, the city may, without notice, immediately
abate the nuisance and the cost thereof shall be charged as provided for other
nuisances.

(b) The city abatement procedures, as set forth in subsection (a) of this section, shall be in
addition to any other remedies available under law for the abatement of public nuisances,
including but not limited to G.S. 160A-193.
(Code 1993, § 10-34; Ord. No. 89-17, § 1, 10-9-1989; Ord. No. 91-11, § 1, 8-5-1991; Ord. No.
00-20, § 1, 4, 11-13-2000; Ord. No. 04-3, § 1, 2-9-2004)

Sec. 20-40. Enforcement of liens.

Liens created in the abatement of nuisances shall be enforced in the manner provided for
the collection of unpaid taxes under G.S. 105-349 et seq., including, but not limited to
foreclosure proceedings pursuant to G.S. 105-374, in rem proceedings pursuant to G.S.
105-375 and levy, garnishment and attachment upon personal property pursuant to G.S.
105-366.

(Code 1993, § 10-35; Ord. No. 89-17, § 1, 10-9-1989)

Secs. 20-41—20-68. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. ALARMS

Sec. 20-69. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Alarm system means any electronic or mechanical device which transmits an electronic
alarm signal or recorded message to the county communications center or other receiving
station indicating an actual or attempted unauthorized entry into a building or indicating the
commission or attempted commission of a crime in or about a building. For purposes of this
definition, the term “other receiving station” means any person or business that receives an
electronic alarm signal or recorded message and transmits information regarding such signal
or message to the city Police Department.

Alarm system owner means any person, corporation, partnership, governmental or educa
tion entity owning or leasing an alarm system.
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Audible alarm system means any alarm owned by an alarm system owner that, by sound of
a whistle, bell, buzzer, siren or other noise generator, alerts those outside a home, building or
vehicle, but in the near vicinity, of a break-in or robbery; but does not transmit a signal by
telephone or other communications device.

False alarm means activation of an alarm system that elicits a response by police when no
situation requiring such a response does, in fact, exist. This includes accidental, avoidable and
unnecessary alarm activation due to user error, equipment malfunction, improper or unsuited
equipment, but does not include alarm activation caused by violent conditions of nature or
other extraordinary circumstances not reasonably subject to control by the alarm user
including disruption of the telephone circuits, an area power failure, or failure of the
equipment at the receiving station.

(Code 1993, § 10-36; Ord. No. 91-16, § 1, 10-14-1991)
Cross reference—Definitions and rules of construction generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 20-70. False alarms.

(a) Notice to owner: If the Washington Police Department communications center receives

in excess of three (3) false alarms within a calendar quarter from any single alarm system, a
notice will be sent to the alarm system owner indicating the system must be inspected by a
state licensed alarm industry; business or representative. The user will have ten (10) working
days, excluding holidays, after receipt of that notice to return a form certifying that the alarm
system has been checked out and is functioning properly.

(b) Charge for additional false alarms. For each false alarm after the ten-working-day
period without the certification form being returned, the alarm systems owner shall pay a
charge as established from time to time.

(c) Renewal offalse alarm allowance. A properly returned certification form will renew the
three-false-alarm allowance during the calendar quarter and the provisions of subsection (a)
of this section.

(d) Suspension of alarm system response. If the Washington Police Department Communi

cations Center receives in excess of six (6) false alarms within a calendar quarter from any
single alarm system owner or if an alarm system owner fails to pay charges within thirty (30)
days of being billed, the Chief of Police may suspend response to that alarm system. When the
Chief of Police is satisfied that the system has been repaired and is found to be reliable or that
employees have been trained properly, he may reinstate response to the alarm system.

(Code 1993, § 10-52; Ord. No. 91-16, § 2(A)—(D), 10-14-1991)

Sec. 20-71. Continuous sounding audible alarms.

If an audible alarm system is activated and the sound does not cease after fifteen (15)

minutes, then the city Police Department may use any reasonable means to silence the alarm.

(Code 1993, § 10-53; Ord. No. 91-16, § 2(E), 10-14-1991)

Secs. 20-72—20-100. Reserved.
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ARTICLE W FENCES

Sec. 20-101. Applicability.

This article shall regulate all fences, unless otherwise stipulated in this article. Fences are
permitted in required setbacks, as set forth in chapter 40, pertaining to zoning, provided the
requirements of this article are met.
(Code 1993, § 10-75; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-102. Temporary fences.

Nothing in this article shall preclude the installation of temporary fences around construc
tion works, erected or maintained pursuant to the state building code. In addition, silt fences
are permitted in compliance with the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Act.
(Code 1993, § 10-76; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-103. Permitted fence types.

The following fences are permitted in the city and the extraterritorial jurisdiction. Where
different, the historic guidelines shall govern in the Historic District.

(a) Masonry or stone walls;

(b) Ornamental iron;

(c) Chainlink;

(d) Wood; or

(e) A combination of approved fence types or similar material.
(Code 1993, § 10-77; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-104. Prohibited fence types.

The following fence types are prohibited because of their detrimental effect to the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city, and because these fence types would cause
disruption to the peace and dignity of neighborhoods:

(a) Fences constructed primarily of barbed or razor wire, except for the purpose of
enclosing livestock in agricultural zoning districts;

(b) Fences carrying electrical current, except for enclosing livestock in agricultural zoning
districts;

(c) Fences constructed of readily flammable material such as paper, cloth, or canvas;

(d) Fences topped with barbed wire or metal spikes in residential zoning districts, except
for those serving public institutions for public safety or security purposes; and

(e) Fences constructed of concertina wire.
(Code 1993, § 10-78; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)
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Sec. 20-105. Maintenance.

Fences shall be maintained in a safe manner plumb (vertical) to the ground. Fences no
longer maintained in a safe manner through neglect, lack of repair, manner of construction,
method of placement, or otherwise shall be repaired, replaced or demolished.
(Code 1993, § 10-79; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-106. Fences expressly allowed.

Fences constructed of approved material are allowed to be constructed in conjunction with
electrical or gas substations, solid waste disposal facilities or solid waste transfer stations,
water and sewage treatment plants, or facilities, public correctional and mental institutions,
military facilities, municipal or county building or facilities, including baseball and softball
installations.

(Code 1993, § 10-80; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-107. Other fence requirements.

(a) Obstruction—View. No fence shall be placed or retained in such a manner as to obstruct
vision at any intersection of public or private streets.

(b) Obstruction—Access. No fence shall block access to windows or doors. Fences shall be

located at least two (2) feet from building walls except when fences project from a building
wall.

(c) Obstruction—Drainageways. Fence construction shall not alter or impede the natural
flow of water in any stream, creek, drainage swell, or ditch.

(d) Height of barbed wire. On fences topped with barbed wire, the bottom strand must be at
least six (6) feet above grade.

(e) Historic districts. Fences in a historic district shall meet the guidelines for that
particular historic district.

U) Fences within required planting yards. The setback of fences within required planting
yards shall be subject to the approval of a landscaping plan.
(Code 1993, § 10-81; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)

Sec. 20-108. Existing barbed wire fences.

In residential neighborhoods or within residential zoning districts, existing barbed wire
fences are required to be removed within thirty (30) days. Property owners with existing
barbed wire fences will be notified by certified mail. Appeals from enforcement of this section
may be submitted in writing for City Council review.

(Code 1993, § 10-82; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)
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Sec. 20-109. Enforcement.

The Code Administrator, or his designee, is responsible for the enforcement of the provisions
of this article, with assistance to be provided by the Police and Public Works Departments.
(Code 1993, § 10-83; Ord. No. 95-13, § 2, 7-10-1995)
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