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Chapter 20

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS*

Article I. In General

Public possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages.
Entertainment activities.

Discharging firearms, air rifles, etc.

Malicious mischief.

Junkyards.

Noise control—Prohibitions.

Noise control—Responsibility of owner of premises.
Picketing.

Playing on streets and sidewalks.

Police and fire signals.

Spitting on sidewalks.

Loitering for the purpose of engaging in drug-related activity.
Curfew—During state of emergency.

Same—For minors.

Signs regarding concealed handguns prohibition.
Urinating, defecating in public.

20-17—20-35. Reserved.

20-36.
20-37.
20-38.
20-39.
20-40.

Article II. Nuisances

Nuisances declared unlawful.
What constitutes a nuisance.
Investigation.

Procedure.

Enforcement of liens.

20-41—20-68. Reserved.

20-69.
20-70.
20-71.

Article III. Alarms

Definitions.
False alarms.
Continuous sounding audible alarms.

Secs. 20-72—20-100. Reserved.

Sec. 20-101.

Article IV. Fences
Applicability.

*Cross references—False alarm of fire, § 14-27; parades, § 32-14.

Federal law reference—Active and honorably retired law enforcement officer may carry
concealed weapons nationwide if certain conditions met, Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act
of 2004, 18 USC 926B, 926C.

State law references—Criminal law, G.S. ch. 14; general ordinance-making power, G.S.
160A-174.

CD20:1



Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

20-102.
20-103.
20-104.
20-105.
20-106.
20-107.
20-108.
20-109.

WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

Temporary fences.
Permitted fence types.
Prohibited fence types.
Maintenance.

Fences expressly allowed.
Other fence requirements.
Existing barbed wire fences.
Enforcement.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-2

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 20-1. Public possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to consume or to possess in an open container any
alcoholic malt beverages and unfortified wine upon any of the public streets, highways, alleys,
sidewalks, city-owned or city-controlled recreational property without permission from the
city, public parking lots, private parking lots or land without permission of the owner or
possessor, or in vehicles upon any such property.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, upon application, the
City Council may permit the public consumption and possession of alcoholic malt beverages
and unfortified wine at municipal sponsored events on city-owned property and parking lots
subject to the restrictions and conditions which the City Council may impose.

(¢) No person shall serve, sell, possess and/or consume alcoholic malt beverages and
unfortified wine on city-owned property, to include streets, parking lots, sidewalks, city-owned
or city-lease property, and public, parks except at permitted special events with prior approval
by the City Council and subject to the following conditions:

(1) That any organization using city property for such special event shall be required
to secure all property state alcoholic beverages control board licenses and permits
for the particular event held;

(2) That the organization serving alcoholic beverages on the city-owned property
shall comply in all respects with current regulations of the state alcoholic
beverage control board;

(8) The City Council shall designate the time and place where alcoholic malt
beverages and unfortified wine may be served;

(4) The City Council reserves the right to make such other rules and regulations as
may be necessary to govern the use of the city-owned property where alcoholic
malt beverages and unfortified wine may be served; and

(5) Only bonafide, nonprofit organizations, as defined under G.S. 18B-1002(a)5),
shall be eligible under this section.
(Code 1993, § 10-1; Ord. No. 89-25, § 1(13-1), 11-13-1989; Ord. No. 03-17, §§ 1, 2, 10-20-2003)
Cross reference—Alcoholic beverages, hours for sale and consumption, § 16-1.

State law reference—Purchase, prossession and consumption of malt beverages and
unfortified wine, G.S. 18B-300(c).

Sec. 20-2. Entertainment activities.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate in the city, within three hundred (300) feet of
any church or residence or building where people reside, an open air picture show or open air
theatre, medicine show, carnival, tent show, slides, swings or riding devices of any kind or any
other kind of entertainment with or without an admission charge or collection taken; provided
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§ 20-2 WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

this section shall not apply to athletic fields, public parks, recreation centers or school grounds
under municipal or county control and supervision of religious organizations, nor shall this
section apply to events sponsored by religious, educational, county or city agencies.

(Code 1972, § 13-7; Code 1993, § 10-2)

Cross references—Licenses and business regulations, ch. 16; zoning, ch. 40.
State law reference—Regulation of places of amusement, G.S. 160A-181.

Sec. 20-3. Discharging firearms, air rifles, etc.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm, air rifle or pellet gun of any
kind within the corporate limits, except when used in defense of person or property or
pursuant to lawful directions of law enforcement officers, or by a peace officer in the
performance of his duty. This section shall not apply to formal training or target matches with
air rifles or pellet guns so long as such training and target matches are supervised by certified
firearms instructors and the Chief of Police approves the time and place of such training
sessions or target matches.

(b) An explicit exception is granted only for historical reenactment events sponsored
explicitly by the Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce in which the discharge of period
firearms/cannot with blanks and/or black gunpowder is planned. Such events shall not take
place without approval of the Chief of Police, to include time and place, and requires proper
supervision, certified if necessary.

(Code 1972, § 13-8; Code 1993, § 10-3; Ord. No. 04-17, 9-13-2004)
State law references—Firearms, G.S. 160A-189; pellet guns, G.S. 160A-190.

Sec. 20-4. Malicious mischief.

It shall be unlawful for any person to molest, injure, damage, deface, trespass upon or break
any property belonging to the city.
(Code 1972, § 13-9; Code 1993, § 10-4)

State law references—Trespasses to personal property, G.S. 14-160 et seq.; damages and
other offenses to land and fixtures, G.S. 14-127 et seq.

Sec. 20-5. Junkyards.

No material commonly known as scrap iron or junk may be put, kept or stored within fifty
(50) feet of the curbline of any street in the city, unless the same is protected from the view by
a solid fence eight (8) feet or more in height.

(Code 1972, § 13-11; Code 1993, § 10-5)

Cross reference—Abandoned, nuisance and junked motor vehicles, § 18-142 et seq.
State law reference—Junkyard Control Act, G.S. 136-141 et seq.

Sec. 20-6. Noise control—Prohibitions.

(a) Unreasonably loud noises unlawful. It shall be unlawful for any person to create or
assist in creating, permit, continue or permit the continuance of any unreasonably loud noise
or a noise that either disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, or
safety of others in the city.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-6

(b) Declared acts. The following acts, among others, are declared to be unreasonably loud
noises in violation of this section:

(D

(2)

3

)

Vehicular horns or signaling devices. The sounding of any horn or signaling device
on any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle on any street, way, avenue or alley
or other public place of the city, except as a danger warning; the creation by
means of any such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; the
sounding of any such device for an unreasonable length of time; the use of any
signaling device, except one operated by hand or electricity; the use of any horn,
whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust; and the use of any such
signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up.

Sirens. The use of any gong or siren upon any vehicle, other than police, fire or
other emergency vehicle. .

Radios, phonographs and musical instruments. The use of radios, phonographs
and musical instruments.

a. The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any
radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound in such a manner as to
disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any
time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the
persons who are in the room, vehicle or chamber in which such machine or
device is operated and who are voluntary listeners thereto.

b. The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any
radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound in a public vehicular area,
on the sidewalks, or in other public ways in such a manner as is unreason-
ably loud so as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of other persons or at
a louder volume than is necessary for the convenient hearing of the
individual carrying the instrument, machine or device or those individuals
immediately adjacent thereto and who are voluntary listeners thereto.

¢.  The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used or operated any
radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or
device for the producing or reproducing of sound between the hours of 11:00
p-m. and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance
of fifty (50) feet from the building, structure or vehicle in which it is located.

Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling and singing.

a. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public streets or from
private property at any time or place so as to disturb the quiet, comfort or
repose of persons in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence or any
persons in the vicinity.
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(5)

(6)

(N

(8

9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE

b.  Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public streets or
private property at any time or place in such a manner as to be plainly
audible at a distance of fifty (50) feet from the location from which the noise
emanates.

Animals and birds. The keeping of any animal or bird which by causing frequent
or long continued noise shall disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the
vicinity.

Vehicles in disrepair. The use of any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle so out

of repair, so loaded or in such manner as to create loud grating, grinding, ratting
or other noise.

Discharges of open air or exhaust of steam engines, etc. The discharge into the
open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, stationary internal combustion
engine or motor vehicle, except through a muffler or other device which will
effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom.

Mechanical device operated by compressed air. The use of any mechanical device
operated by compressed air unless the noise created hereby is effectively muffled
and reduced.

Buildings erections, demolitions, alterations or repair. The erection, demolition,
alteration or repair of any building in a residential or business district, other than
the hours from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., on weekdays, except in the case of urgent
necessity in the interest of public safety and then only with a permit from the City
Clerk, which permit may be renewed for a period of three (8) days or less while
the emergency continues.

Creation of excessive noise on streets adjacent to schools, etc. The creation of any
excessive noise on any street adjacent to any school, institution of learning or
court while the same are in session, or within one hundred fifty (150) feet of any
hospital which unreasonably interferes with the working of such institution;
provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such street indicating the same is a
school, court or hospital street.

Excessive noise on Sundays on streets adjacent to churches. The creation of any
excessive noise on Sundays on any street adjacent to any church; provided
conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets adjacent to churches indicating
that the same is a church street.

Creation of loud and excessive noise in connection with loading and unloading of
vehicles. The creation of loud and excessive noise in connection with the loading
or unloading of any vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates
and containers.

Shouting and crying of peddlers, barkers, hawkers and vendors. The shouting and
crying of peddlers, barkers, hawkers and vendors which disturbs the quiet and
peace of the neighborhood.
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(15)

(16)

an

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS § 20-8

Drums, loudspeakers or other instruments or devices. The use of any drum,
loudspeaker or other instrument or device for the purpose of attracting attention
by creation of noise to any performance, show or sale or display of merchandise.

Mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving vehicles. The use
of any mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving vehicles
for advertising purposes or other purposes.

Conducting, operating or maintaining of garages, filling stations. The conducting,
operating or maintaining of any garage or filling station in any residential
district so as to cause loud noises to be emitted therefrom between the hours of
11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

Firing or discharging of squibs, crackers, gunpowder or other combustible
substances. The firing or discharging of squibs, crackers, gunpowder or other
combustible substance in the streets or elsewhere for the purpose of making noise
or disturbance, except by permit from the City Council.

(Code 1972, § 13-12; Code 1993, § 10-6; Ord. No. 90-13, § 1, 8-13-1990)
State law reference—Noise regulation, G.S. 160A-184.

Sec. 20-7. Noise control—Responsibility of owner of premises.

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit the making, creation or mainte-
nance of unreasonably loud noises upon any premises owned or possessed by him or under his

control.

(Code 1993, § 10-7; Ord. No. 90-13, § 1(13-12.1), 8-13-1990)

Sec. 20-8. Picketing.

(a) Peaceful picketing in the furtherance of a lawful purpose shall be permitted in the city;
provided the same is done under the following conditions:

o)

(2

3)

Picketing may be conducted only on the sidewalks or other city-owned area
normally used or reserved for pedestrian movement and may not be conducted on
the portion of a street used primarily for vehicular traffic. The term "owned," as
used herein, includes easements and rights-of-way.

Not more than ten (10) pickets promoting the same objective shall be permitted
to use the sidewalks within a block in the city at any one (1) time.

Such pickets may carry written or printed placards or signs not exceeding two (2)
feet in width and two (2) feet in length promoting the objective for which the
picketing is done; provided the words used are not defamatory in nature or would
tend to produce violence. The staff on which such placard is carried shall not
exceed forty (40) inches in length, must be made of wood, shall not exceed
three-fourths (3/4) of an inch in diameter at any point and must be blunt at each
end.
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Chapter 21

RESERVED
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